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" The Want of an Unlimited Supply of High Explosives Is a Fatal
Bar to Our Success."
May 15. The United States Note on the sinking of the Lusitania
was published. It seems to bring American intervention in the war
a good deal nearer.
May 18. Lord Kitchener announced our resolve to use asphyxiating
gas, as the Germans have done it.
May 19. Mr. Asquith announced the coming reconstruction of the
Government.
May 23. Italy declared war on Austria.
May 25. Coalition Cabinet formed.
May 26. H.M.S. Triumph torpedoed by a submarine off the Gallipoli
Peninsula.
The Italians occupied positions which threaten Trente and Trieste,
May 27. This morning, the Society of Architects sent me a fire bomb%
dropped by a Zeppelin in Tonbridge. I had it carried over to Duck
Island (in St. James' Park) to be opened. While I was in the bomb
shelter with Major Cooper-Key, Chief Inspector of Explosives, Pro-
fessor Dupres and others, a shipping agent from Liverpool brought in
a high-explosive bomb, thrown into an ammunition ship in New
York and discovered on the top of the cargo when it reached Liver-
pool. This ship had been berthed alongside a German interned ship.
No doubt, the bomb had been placed there by one of the German
agents working under Captain von Rintelen.* On being opened, the
bomb was found to contain sulphuric acid in one chamber and a high
explosive in the other. But the acid had been too strong to eat its
way through the membrane and ignite the charges: a weaker solution
would have done the trick.
I had been called over to Mr. McKenna's room to advise on some
point of policy, when a message arrived calling him to the
Prime Minister. Up to this moment, McKenna believed that he was
to continue to be Home Secretary. As soon as he came back I was
called into his room, and he said: " You are the first person that I tell
* Alleged head of German sabotage operations in the United States. See Apr. 6, 1917